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The relation of the Absolute and truth is no more satisfactory. 
Truth appears as timeless (p. 347) and as the Whole (pp. 97, 106-7, 
109, 154-6, 177, 215, 331-2, 362), and therefore as the ultimately 
unintelligible. 

In regard to freedom, what, finally, are we to think of the value 
of the idea of the indwelling of God in man (p. 410) and of God as 
the very texture of our human experience (p. 419) ? Does it add to 
the worth, or to the truth, or even to the beauty of our idea of the 
human self to think that the individual self is the organ, or instru- 
ment, of the Absolute (p. 258) ? Again we must remember that 
the alternative to this inverted instrumentality is to conceive of man 
as a conscious agent laboring to bring to pass in and through the 
world the possibilities which shine upon the forehead of that world. 

Ethel E. Sabin 

Bbtn Mawb College. 

Human Immortality and Pre-existence. J. M. E. M'Taggart. New 
York : Longmans, Green & Company. 1915. Pp. 119. 
The two essays comprising this little volume were reprinted in 
1915 with slight changes from the author's Some Dogmas of Relig- 
ion. It is evident that the author's belief in the practical concern 
of the question of immortality at the present time led him to reprint 
these essays separately. The essay on Immortality offers no positive 
arguments, but endeavors to remove some of the objections "against 
immortality which have been based on certain facts of ordinary ob- 
servation, and on certain results of physical science" (p. 10). The 
argument hinges upon, first, establishing the thesis of subjectivism, 
that what appears as matter and as my body "is only events in the 
life of some conscious being" (p. 50). And, secondly, there is a re- 
statement of the Platonic argument that the Self as conscious is no 
sum of parts, no composition, and hence can not disintegrate, and 
there is no analogy anywhere which might lead us to suppose that it 
becomes simply annihilated. The bulk of the second essay is devoted 
to the argument that the lack of memory from one life to another is 
no serious barrier to supposing that individual selves are immortal 
throughout a series of lives, and that such failure to remember our 
previous existence in no way impairs the value of preexistence and 
immortality. 

To the present reviewer, the substance of these essays appears 
singularly removed from the temper and requirements of the world 
we live in now. I say nothing of the way in which untempered sub- 
jectivism leaves most of us quite indifferent. Our world is most con- 
cerned with the life and the fate of communities, of nations, and of 
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ideals; not apart from that engrossing interest can the topic of im- 
mortality be fruitfully discussed. Indeed, a brochure, such as that 
of A. Loisy, Mors et Vita, professing no arguments, scornful of the 
reasoned defense of ancient dogmas, seems to body forth more meta- 
physical vitality than this clearly written and facile exposition of 
Mr. M'Taggart. 

George P. Adams. 
University or California. 
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JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY. Vol. II., 
No. 6, December, 1917. Uwidextrality and Mirror-Beading (pp. 
393-415) : June E. Downey and Edwin B. PAYSON.-The proposi- 
tion that asserts a relationship existing between mirror-reading ca- 
pacity and unidextrality deserves serious consideration. The ques- 
tion of interest is whether or not degree of unidextrality is bound up 
with certain mental attributes that, taken together, constitute a 
somewhat definite mental type. The Differential Spatial Limen for 
Finger Span (pp. 416-430): Herbert Sidney Langfeld. - The 
measurement of sensitivity for finger span with a standard of 5 cm. 
for the two most reliable subjects was .45 mm. when one hand was 
used. "When the subjects were forced to make judgments which had 
the quality of guesses, there were many more right than wrong 
answers. A New Olfactometric Technique and Some Results (pp. 
431-447): Herbert Woodrow and Benjamin KARPMAN.-An 
odormetric technique is presented and several problems are men- 
tioned which might be solved by its use. The Memory Value of 
Mixed Sizes of Advertisements (pp. 448-465) : Henry P. Adams. - 
When variations are used, repetition is much more effective than 
size, and greater effectiveness will probably be obtained by using 
small, varied advertisements frequently inserted than by employing 
larger ones with less frequency. This is from the theoretical stand- 
point and takes no account of the added cost of preparing new ad- 
vertisements. Children's Sense of Harmonies in Colors and Tones 
(pp. 466-475) : J. P. Dashiell. - Tests were made on 212 kinder- 
garten children and on a group of college sophomores. With simple 
colors the two sexes at both ages show a similarity in preferring cer- 
tain colors but a real difference in the order in which they are pre- 
ferred. With tone intervals there are no sex differences brought out. 
The Relation between Learning and Retention and Amount to be 
Learned (pp. 476-484) : V. A. C. Henmon.- The results showed that 



